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238 President Street House 
 
238 President Street, Brooklyn 
Tax Map Block 351 Lot 12 
 
Built: c. 1853; expanded 1897 
Architect: Original architect not determined; architect of expansion Woodruff Leeming  
Style: Anglo-Italianate 
Proposed Action: Proposed for Calendaring April 10, 2018; Public Hearing June 26, 2018 
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No. 238 President Street is significant as one of Carroll Gardens’ 
largest and most-luxurious 19th-century houses and for its rich social 
and cultural history. It was built circa 1853 as one of a pair of grand 
semi-attached houses by Edward Kellogg, who moved to Brooklyn 
with his family in 1838, grew wealthy in local real estate, and 
achieved renown for his writing on the subject of economics. 
Originally three stories high with an exceptionally wide 38-foot four-
bay facade, this house’s immense size, Anglo-Italianate ornament, 
and dramatic siting behind a deep front yard distinguished it as an 
elite residence, one with few peers in Carroll Gardens at the time of 
its construction. Early advertisements described the house as “a first 
class extra wide … brick house … built in the best and most 
thorough manner,” and over a period of four decades, 238 President 
Street would be bought and sold by a succession of wealthy families 
who used it as their home. 
 
In 1897, 238 President Street was purchased by Elmira E. Christian, 
a passionate advocate for early childhood education and Methodist 
charitable causes. Christian donated the house in memory of her 
husband Hans S. Christian to the Brooklyn Church Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church for its conversion to the Brooklyn 
Deaconess Home. Renovations completed at that time included the 
expansion of the attic into a harmoniously designed fourth story by 
the Beaux-Arts-trained architect Woodruff Leeming; Bishop E. G. 
Andrews called the converted house “one of the bright spots of 
Methodism and in the history of Brooklyn.” The building contained 
a training school and home for deaconesses, who were single 
women, living communally, who visited and assisted the residents of 
Brooklyn’s poor, largely immigrant neighborhoods. 
 
The Deaconess Home relocated in 1938, and in the following year, 
238 President Street became the longtime home of the Rev. Alberto 
B. Baez and his family. One of the city’s pioneering Hispanic 
Methodist ministers, Baez began leading Spanish-language services 
in Brooklyn by 1920, and he and his wife Thalia grew the First 
Spanish Methodist Church from a tiny congregation into one with 
hundreds of members. Alberto and Thalia Baez are also notable as the 
parents of the prominent physicist Albert Baez and grandparents of 
the internationally renowned musician and social activist Joan Baez. 
  
Now an apartment house, 238 President Street is remarkably well-
preserved, retaining its elaborate cast-iron lintels and other original 
Anglo-Italianate-style detailing, along with features associated with 
its conversion to the Deaconess Home, which have remained through 
the residency of the Baez family and the building’s subsequent 
conversion to an apartment house, to the present day. 
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